
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back! I hope that you all had a great summer break. The term 
started for staff on Monday 5th September where we spent a day focusing 
on curriculum development and looking back and celebrating our success-
es from the previous years. We also spent time focusing on safeguarding, 
and a new project we are starting called KiVa (Anti-Bullying Programme).  

It was fantastic to welcome children in Years 3 - 6 back to school on   
Tuesday morning. Seeing happy and excited parents and children walking 
through the gates was a wonderful experience. As I walked around school 
during the day, it was brilliant to see our children actively engaged in their 
learning and generally delighted to be back to school. 
 

Children always amaze me with their resilience and the way in which they 
adapt to situations.  
 

It was also lovely to see our children enjoying social time together at 
breaks and lunchtime.  It also reminded me, being back amongst staff and 
children, what an amazing school I have the privilege to lead. Our Early 
Years team have started getting ready for the new intake, and I am sure 
they will settle in quickly.   
 

In other exciting news, we have our Rights Respecting Gold award          
accreditation date on 18th October 2022. We look forward to informing 
you of the outcome in due course.  
 

September 2022 





As a reminder, here are our class names and staff team for this academic year: 

 

Reception Class  

Mrs Green (Class Teacher) and Mrs Mir (Teaching Assistant) 
 

Year 1  

Miss Watts (Class Teacher), Mrs Billingsley (Teaching Assistant) and Mrs Sheriden 

(Teaching Assistant) 
 

Year 2  

Mrs Moore (Class Teacher) and Mrs Meredith (Teaching Assistant) 
 

Year 3 

Miss Mahmood (Class Teacher) and Mrs Cotterill (Teaching Assistant) 
 

Year 4 

Miss Boussemant (Class Teacher) and Mrs Ells (Teaching Assistant 
 

Year 5  

Mrs Douglas (Class Teacher) and Mrs Taylor (Teaching Assistant) 
 

Year 6 

Mrs Rusby (Class Teacher) and Mrs Taylor (Teaching Assistant) 
 

Non class based staff 
 

SEND Lead – Mrs Tariq 

Family Support and Senior Learning Mentor – Mrs Abbas 

Office Manager – Ms Banaris 

Receptionist – Miss Khan 



Spotlight on attendance 
 

Thank you for your support with attendance. Good attendance at school, not only bene-
fits your child’s education but it is also beneficial to their social development.   

School attendance is mandatory and the usual rules continue to apply, including: 

A parent’s duty is to ensure that their child attends regularly at school. Schools’ responsi-

bility is to record attendance and follow up all absences. Schools and local authorities 

have the ability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with local au-

thorities’ attendance policy. 

If your child isn’t going to be in school, please telephone the school office by 9:00am 
with the reason why. Please do not message through Dojo. Failure to ring into the 
school office will mean that you will receive an attendance call from a member of staff. 

 

 

 

We need to try really hard this year 

to make sure every class is achieving  

or beating at least 96% target. 

 

We can only do this if we work 

together! 

IMPORTANT 

 



 

 

 
 
Home Visits/Welfare Checks 
 
You will be aware that safeguarding is a high priority for our school. Children’s non-attendance at 
school is a safeguarding concern. 
 
Gossey Lane Academy follows Birmingham Local Authority best practise guidance in such matters; 
If a pupil has been away from school between 3 to 5 days we are required to complete a welfare 
check – school will telephone and arrange to visit your home and ensure all is safe and well with 
Gossey Lane pupils. In this conversation we can then establish any likely return date. We need  to 
see the child/children at this home visit. 
 
If we are unable to make contact over this period – It may be necessary to pass the home visit to 
local police to complete the same safe and well check. It is essential the check is completed. 
Please stay in contact with school on every day that your child does not attend. Good communica-
tion between home and school is essential for school to follow appropriate safeguarding proce-
dures. 
 
Term Time Leave 
If you are considering a holiday during term time, parents must complete a leave of absence re-
quest form in advance, available form school office. This is essential , again if we cannot establish 
contact at your home address and we do not know where your child is we will need to pass the wel-
fare checks to police to complete. 
 
Staged Attendance monitoring process. 
School monitors attendance fortnightly. If there are concerns regarding a pupils attendance 
(generally where this falls below 90%) parents are contacted and support offered to improve. 
We follow a staged ( 1-4) process after stage four if there is no improvement BCC may consider legal 
action. 
 
The process from this academic year continues into next academic year – no fresh start. 
So for example if you have received a stage one letter from school this year and in September the 
pupils attendance is not improved – school with write to you with a stage 2 plan. 
Attendance information is always passed to secondary school at transfer of record time ( July) 
 
We are grateful for parents help and support. Please let school know if you have any attendance 
queries. Remember you can view your child’s attendance by logging into Arbor. 
 
Regards, 
 
R Chahal 
Mrs R Chahal 
Associate Lead/DSL 



School uniform is: 

Grey trousers, skirt or pinafore (blue gingham summer dress is fine for warmer weather). 
White shirt (long or short sleeves). 
White polo shirt for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. 
School tie (ONLY for Year 3/4/5/6) 
Navy blue jumper or cardigan with logo. 
Grey, black or blue socks or tights (not leggings). 

 

PE Kit is: 

Navy blue Gossey hoodie with logo. 
Blue/ black plain jogging bottoms or blue shorts. 
T-shirt with logo in the correct house colour. 
Black trainers or pumps (not orange, red, pink...!) 

 

Swimming kit is: 

A swimming costume (not shorts or leotard) and a towel in a swimming bag 

or a plastic carrier bag. 

Every child will be given a school water bottle as soon as they arrive, all subsequent bottles can be pur-
chased from Mansuri. Book bags, back packs and drawstring bags can also be purchased directly from 
Mansuri. 
 

Please do not let your child attend school wearing jewellery, it can easily cause injury or get lost es-
pecially during PE or playtime. There should be no jewellery other than small stud earrings, any studs 
must be removed for PE. 

 
Mansuri Schoolwear—Yewtree Store Branch 

Contact: 0121 784 4230 

163 Yew Tree Lane Yardley B26 1AY 



 

Website 

The school website will be the primary platform to represent the school and will have 
up to date information for parents and visitors via the school calendar or any curricu-
lum information. All the topic overviews are now uploaded so you can see what your 
child is learning across a range of subjects. All Newsletters and important dates will be 
updated regularly, so you will be able to find most of the information via the website, 
any announcements will also be updated as appropriate.  

Twitter 

You will be aware that social media and digital platforms are evolving quickly. We intend to 
observe the best possible practice in this digital environment, seeking to negotiate it wisely 
and with integrity for purposes of information and communication. 

Our Twitter account will be managed by the teachers and overseen by a senior member of 
staff. Please can all parents/carers sign up to Twitter so you can share in the positive  

experiences of your child. 
 

Gossey Lane Academy aims to ensure that the use of social media at the school is undertaken responsibly and that 
the confidentiality of pupils and staff and the reputation of the school are safeguarded. 

Benefits of using Twitter 

• Improvement of communication links with Parents/Carers. 

• Promote the successes of the school and our students. 

• Allow greater engagement with the school community and promote shared values. 

• Promote literacy and extended learning through the posting of links to relevant material. 

Purposes 

Information regarding the school day, such as what the children have been learning or what happens when visitors 
come to the school. 

Photographs of students will only be used if permission has been granted by a Parent/Guardian and a child’s name 
will never be used (see enclosed Social Media Consent Form). 

Links to interesting articles will be shared to enhance learning opportunities. 

No direct messages will be sent via social media and no messages will be replied to. 

Political views, comments and opinions will be avoided. 

Due care and consideration will be taken before sending any tweet. 

In the interests of safeguarding, all accounts will be overseen by the School’s Senior Leadership Team. 

At Gossey Lane we use a number of applications to ensure we are best communicating with all families effectively. As 

part of the Gossey  family we ask that you sign up to all the applications that all have various functions to support the 

efficient processes of the school life. 

 

Please see below a list of the applications and how they are utilised. 



Class Dojo 

 

Teacher to parent communication platform. If you 
have any messages for the class teacher or in relation 
to your child’s learning, you will be able to use Dojo 
and send instant messages. Messages after 6.00pm 
will not be read until the next working day. 

 

Please do not use Dojo to communicate absences/
medical information or change of contacts, all such 
communication MUST be reported to the school 
office. Please do not use Dojo to communicate any 
complaints or concerns. You can either call the office 
or send an email via enquiry.  

Arbor – Management Information System  

Arbor is used to manage and store all pupil data, all parents are able to login 
and access your child's profile by clicking the View Student Profile button on 
your homepage.  

We also use Arbor to send emails, texts and letters as our parent messaging 
system. It is important you regularly use Arbor and login to see any messages 
and communications. 

This allows you to see basic information about your child, and highlights any 
unread notices or actions needing to be completed. You will be able to amend 
details such as your contact details, medical information, consents, and so on 
(where access is enabled). 

From here you can also access Attendance - The summary page shows statistics 
and recent attendance for the academic year as shown. The Attendance By Date 
page is a breakdown of the student’s attendance, day by day with the mark. 

If you are the Primary Guardian for more than one child in the school, you can 
access and view each child through the same portal. 

If you have not already got an Arbor account, please call or email the school 
office and staff will be able assist. 

Parent Pay 

Parent pay is used for the collection of cash for dinners/clubs/snack and other cash paying activities only. From 
time to time you will get reminders and notices for outstanding balances. Parent pay will not be used for any other 
communication. 

If you have any issues logging on or have not registered please email or call the school office to address this as 
soon as possible. 



Reading Planet 

Online reading books for Year 2 on-

wards. You will be able to get login de-

tails from your child’s class teacher if 

you have not already done so. 

 

Padlet—Home Learning 

You can access all home learning via 

Padlet. The class teacher will contact 

you with all details should home 

learning be required. 

TT Rockstar 

Times tables Rockstar is a times tables 

application and all children from years 1-

6 are required to use this weekly. 



Gossey Lane school is working on an award for School called Food for Life. This award con-
centrates on cooking, growing, school food and the lunchtime environment. 

A committee is working on improvements in each area and meets monthly. The committee 
consists of staff, WHMAT catering manager, our school cook and two pupil representatives, 
who feed back to classes. 
 

So far we have created a school food policy, which has been agreed across the multi      
academy trust, and will is published on the school website.   

We hope to increase the take up of school meals- so we are happy to hear your views.  

 

All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are able to receive a school meal at 
no cost to the parent or guardian. School meals at Gossey are healthy, tasty, 
social and fun. Choosing a school lunch for your child/ children will help save 
approximately £400 per year if you take up the offer. It is still really important 
that you register your child for Free School meals if your child is in Reception, 
Year 1 or Year 2 –  to ensure the school receives extra funding for your child’s 
education (“The PupilPremium”). 
 

What about my children in years three to six?  

If your family receives certain benefits or is on a low income, your other children in years 
three to six could also be eligible for a free school meal. It costs nothing to apply but 
could save you money and the school receives the extra funding for your child’s educa-
tion. 

We can either apply on your behalf or you can apply using the following link: 

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/birmingham 

 

If you do not qualify for free school meals and would like to pay, you can do so via  

Parent Pay. The cost for a school dinner is £2.41 per day. 

 



The National Literacy Trust states that: "Regularly reading to a child for the love of it provides a connec-
tion between parent and child from the very early days and helps build strong family ties. Lines from 
favourite stories enter the family lexicon. Families who enjoy reading together have more opportuni-
ties for discussion, developing empathy and attachment. Reading to their infant is one of the greatest 
gifts parents can give. By starting the journey of building a lifelong love of reading for pleasure, parents 
are giving their child the opportunity to be the best they can be: children who read for pleasure do 
better in a wide range of subjects at school and it also positively impacts children’s wellbeing."  



It is great to see all of you coming back!  

 

I have some important reminders for you all. 
 

To keep all children's records up to date, I request you to download the Arbor app where you will be able to ac-

cess and update the information we hold. You will also be able to see your child's attendance and keep a track of it. 

If you have any difficulties, please contact the school office via email on enquiries@gosseylane.academy or feel 

free to come into the office reception. 
 

Please also download Class Dojo and set up your Parent Pay account to ensure you are up to date with all  

communications. 

Thank you very much to all those parents/carers who are now set up and running with their accounts. 
 

Toast and Juice payments continue to be very time consuming. I request that you pay this on a annual basis to en-

sure the children do not get upset if you forget to register. Indeed we will always have those children who will 

want to make changes in the term for which please contact me directly giving plenty of time to order with the 

kitchens. The kitchen have kindly agreed for me to open the payments again and I will send you messages sepa-

rately via dojo once this has been set up.  
 

Medical Appointments – For any pre-planned medical appointments, please advise the office in advance with a 

copy of the appointment letter for your child’s file. We can then record this as a planned absence for the duration 

of the medical. 

 

Office hours will remain the same as they were before half-term. This ensures we are able to get some quiet time 

when we can complete our admin tasks and also some time when we are available for pupils and messages.  
 

Phone lines and the Office Reception will be operating from 8.00am - 9.30am and then again from 2.45pm - 

3.45pm. Any parents collecting children midday will be able to do so as normal. 

Please feel free to leave a voicemail at all other times and someone will get back to you.  

Alternatively for any URGENT messages please message me directly via Class Dojo. Messages to class teachers or 

on class stories will NOT be picked up as urgent. 
 

Any feedback or suggestions are always welcome! 

 

Best Wishes 

 

Ms S Banaris and Miss Khan 

Secondary applications for current Year 6 are now live on the Birmingham City Council Website. Please use the 

link I have uploaded on Class Dojo to access. If you have any issues you can arrange to meet with Mrs Abbas. 
 

We have also got some Reception Class places available, if you have any family of friends who may be              

interested, please feel free to direct them to me for a Tour of our school. 



Monday 12th September  Staff inset day  

Friday 30th September  
Macmillan Coffee morning 

for parents 

Tuesday 4th October  Year 4 Lickey Hills 

Friday 7th October  Staff inset day 

Tuesday 11th October  
 Year 5 Cannock Chase  

Wednesday 12th October  Year 6 Birmingham Canals  

W/B 17th October  Black History Week  

Thursday 20th October  School individual photos  

Friday 21st October  Last day of half term  

Monday 31st October  Pupils return to school  

Starting Tuesday 13th Sep-
tember  - 18th October 
2022 

Invasion 

Games 

Years 3 and 

4 

Wednesday 14th Septem-
ber -  19th October 2022 

Multi 

Sports Year 

1 and 2 

Thursday 15th September 
-  20th October 2022 

Invasion 

Games 

Years 5 and 

6 

Any club cancellations will be communicated via 

Class Dojo 

Reception Tuesday morning 

Year 1 Wednesday morning 

Year 2 Thursday afternoon 

Year 3 Wednesday afternoon 

Year 4 Monday afternoon 

Year 5 Thursday morning 

Year 6 Tuesday afternoon 

Autumn Term Year 5 

Spring Term Year 4 

Summer Term Year 3 


