
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

We are delighted to announce that Gossey Lane Academy 

has been awarded Gold for Rights Respecting. The children 

were interviewed as well as staff and a parent 

representative. The pupils in particular were fantastic and 

talked articulately about how Rights are at the heart of our 

ethos and is the fabric of the school.  

As we approach the end of term, we have lots going on. 

Here are some of the highlights: Winter Fayre, MAT Christmas concert, Christmas 

parties and of course the Nativity. We hope to see some of our parents attending the 

events in due course.  

Please can we remind you to ensure the children practice on TT rockstars and read 

every day. This is the most important thing you can do for your child to help unlock their 

potential across all subjects. We are seeing some positive improvements in how our 

children are engaging with reading. This has also helped to improve their writing.  

In other curriculum news, we have a history skills day in the new year where we want 

children to be Historians for the day. The class teachers will be communicating with you 

about some research for your child to do at home in preparation. We are also excited to 

announce we are moving to a new curriculum model which we hope will move our 

already strong curriculum to a whole new level.  

Unfortunately, this means the website will need an update to reflect the new content. 

Please bear with us as we work as quickly as we can to bring everything up to date. The 

Knowledge Organisers we have been sending home will look different too.  

On one final note, please (if you have not done so already) complete the parent survey 

via dojo. We hope to use the information to meet with the new Parent Advocate (Sarah 

Bagnall) to create an action plan for the school. If you have any positive comments or 
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Reception  Admissions – September 2023 

Online admissions opened on 1 October 2022 for Reception admissions in September 2023.  Applications can be 

made online through the Birmingham City Council website until the final deadline of 15 January 2023 Please note 

as 16 April 2023 is a Sunday, offers will be sent on Monday 17th April 2023. 

 

Toast and Juice payments 

To ensure consistency, all children who have signed up for Toast and Juice at the beginning of this Academic Year 

will continue to carry over throughout the Academic Year. This means you will be charged for Toast and/or juice 

showing a negative balance at the start of each week unless you are already in credit on Parent Pay. If your child 

no longer wants toast and/or juice please let the office know in writing as soon as possible to avoid charges being 

applied. Unfortunately once charges are applied a refund cannot be processed for food that has been pre-ordered. 

Likewise if your child currently does not have toast and/juice and would like to please let the office know at least 2 

weeks in advance. 

 

Data Collections and Consents 

To keep all children's records up to date, Data Collections with Consents will be updated via Arbor. To ensure you 

have access I request you to download the Arbor app where you will be able to access and update the 

information we hold. All consents we hold are also updated via Arbor. Moving forward all consents will remain 

in place for the length of time your child is on roll unless you withdraw consent in writing. I will be sending 

communications over the next few weeks on when we require you to update all consents . If you have any 

difficulties with logins and downloading please come in to the school office and we can help. 

Thank you very much to all those parents/carers who are now set up and running with their accounts. 

 

Household Support Fund (HSF) - Round 3 

Funds have been allocated to Birmingham City Council to distribute by the end of March 2023. However, the 
precise details of how the funds will be distributed, and the eligibility criteria have not yet been finalised. 



 
 

 

 

 

Medication in school 

A number of children who have medical conditions currently do not have inhalers in school. 

If your child has a medical condition and requires medication (inhalers/piriton/pain relief 

etc ) please ensure medication is kept in school for use when needed.   

Admission arrangements 2024/2025 
 

In accordance with the School Admissions Code (1 September 2021), all admission authorities must 
adhere to the following timescales:  

When changes are proposed to admission arrangements, admission authorities must publicly consult on 
those arrangements for a minimum of 6 weeks between 1 October 2022 and 31 January 2023. If no 

changes are made to admission arrangements, admission authorities must ensure as a minimum that 
they consult at least every 7 years.  

We are beginning the consultation process for Gossey Lane’s  Admissions Arrangements 2024/2025, a 
copy of which is on the school website. Birmingham City Council will be facilitating the consultation 

process. The consultation process commenced on 28th November 2022 and is to finish on 9th January 
2023 and is available to view on the Birmingham City council’s website. 

   

Attendance Reporting and Medical Appointments 

School attendance is mandatory and the usual rules continue to apply, including: 

A parent’s duty is to ensure that their child attends regularly at school. Schools’ responsibility is to record 

attendance and follow up all absences. Schools and local authorities have the ability to issue sanctions, including 

fixed penalty notices in line with local authorities’ attendance policy. 

If your child isn’t going to be in school, please telephone the school office by 9:00am with the reason why. 

Please do not message through Dojo. Failure to ring into the school office will mean that you will receive an 

attendance call from a member of staff. 

Please  continue to report absences via email and the voicemail options. 



 

 

 
Home Visits/Welfare Checks 

 
You will be aware that safeguarding is a high priority for our school. Children’s non-attendance at 
school is a safeguarding concern. 

 
Gossey Lane Academy follows Birmingham Local Authority best practise guidance in such matters; 
If a pupil has been away from school between 3 to 5 days we are required to complete a welfare 
check – school will telephone and arrange to visit your home and ensure all is safe and well with 
Gossey Lane pupils. In this conversation we can then establish any likely return date. We need  to 
see the child/children at this home visit. 
 
If we are unable to make contact over this period – It may be necessary to pass the home visit to 
local police to complete the same safe and well check. It is essential the check is completed. 
Please stay in contact with school on every day that your child does not attend. Good communica-
tion between home and school is essential for school to follow appropriate safeguarding proce-
dures. 
 

 
 

Term Time Leave 
 
If you are considering a holiday during term time, parents must complete a leave of absence re-
quest form in advance, available form school office. This is essential , again if we cannot establish 
contact at your home address and we do not know where your child is we will need to pass the wel-
fare checks to police to complete. 
 

 
 
 
 

Staged Attendance monitoring process 
 
School monitors attendance fortnightly. If there are concerns regarding a pupils attendance 
(generally where this falls below 90%) parents are contacted and support offered to improve. 
We follow a staged ( 1-4) process after stage four if there is no improvement BCC may consider le-
gal action. 

 
The process from this academic year continues into next academic year – no fresh start. 
So for example if you have received a stage one letter from school this year and in September the 
pupils attendance is not improved – school with write to you with a stage 2 plan. 
 

We are grateful for parents help and support. Please let school know if you have any attendance 





The Match Girl Strikes Back          
by Emma Carroll and Lauren Child 

 
It only takes one strike: A powerful feminist reworking of the Hans Christian Andersen 
classic, from bestselling and award-winning creators Emma Carroll  and Lauren Child.  

Bridie works hard to feed her family, selling matches on the streets of Victorian Lon-
don. After an incident leaves her with only three matches left, the magical strike of 
each one sees her tumble into visions of a brighter future. Realizing she has the pow-
er to change her own fortune, Bridie leads the match factory workers out on strike, achieving the 
remarkable through their unity and courage.  

A defiant and empowering retelling of the classic you thought you knew, based on real -life events, 
this stunning collaboration brought to life in glorious spot colour introduces a bold new heroine 
for future generations to treasure. 

The Secret Diary of Thomas Snoop – A Tudor Spy  
by Philip Ardagh 

 

THOMAS SNOOP is in training to become a SPY. Entrusted with a TOP SECRET 
mission by the mysterious Lord Severn, right-hand man to the Tudor king, 
Thomas must travel to the magnificent Goldenhilt Hall - in the guise of a 
servant - in order to uncover traitors plotting against the crown.  

The Arctic railway Assassin 
by M. G. Leonard and Sam Sedgman  

Harrison Beck and Uncle Nat climb aboard the night train to Narvik, travelling to the Arctic 

Circle to see the northern lights for Christmas. But as their train leaves Stockholm, Hal and 

Uncle Nat realize they're being followed by a sinister figure, and Hal's powers of observation 

are tested when Uncle Nat's past comes back to haunt him. Journeying into the never ending 

night of the arctic winter, our railway detectives must outsmart an assassin in their most 

chilling adventure yet, in which nothing is as it seems. 

The Arctic Railway Assassin can be read as a stand-alone novel, or enjoyed as part of the 

award-winning Adventures on Trains series . 

 



Date Event 
Tuesday 6th December  Year 2 and 3 Birmingham Cathedral visit 

Thursday 8th December  Christmas Jumper and Christmas Dinner 

Friday 9th December Flu vaccinations 

Monday 12th December Nativity Performance 

2.30pm Reception Class parents ONLY 

 

Tuesday 13th December Nativity Performance 

9.30am Year 2 parents ONLY 

2.30pm  Year 1 parents ONLY 

              

Wednesday 14th December Party Day — children can wear their party clothes 

 

Wednesday 14th December MAT Christmas Concert @ Saltley Academy 

 

Thursday 15th December Winter fayre 

Friday 16th December Last day of term early closure 1.30pm 

Tuesday 3rd January  Staff INSET day 




