
Dear Parents/Carers, 

Happy New Year everyone. It was lovely to see all the 
children at the gate on Tuesday– all raring to go. 
Reflecting upon last term we had some fantastic events 
which I believe will leave invaluable memory imprints on 
our children. 

We raised a massive £1335.20 at the Winter Fayre, the 
best we’ve raised to date. Our hope is to build a bank of 
money we can use to enhance the children’s experiences 
at school. Thank you to all who contributed. It really is a 
great start. We raised £300 for Children in Need and £24  

for the families of the boys in the Solihull Lake tragedy. 

The MAT concert was also a wonderful experience. Special thanks to Mrs Prentice 
for all her hard work with the choir and to Mrs Ells and Mrs Cotterill who gave up 
their evening to support the children.  Of course we cannot forget the Nativity. 
What a super performance.  Next year won’t be on this scale but will be equally as 
good.  

I would also like to welcome Miss E Watts to Year 5. She will be taking over from 
Miss Douglas who will go on maternity leave at some point in Spring 1. 

In other curriculum news, we have bought into a new scheme called Curriculum 
Maestro. This is an exciting time of transition as we take on new areas of learning. 
This half term we have started with Geography. Our new look Knowledge 
Organisers will go home this week. Please take the time to read this with your child
– it is key to ensuring that learning sticks.  The 
children will be given quizzes at the end of their 
learning to check they know and remember 
more. In Spring 2 we will then take on board 
the new Art Projects across the school.  By the 
summer term we will have taken on DT, Art, 
History and Geography. In the meantime, I 
have been working on the website over the 
holiday. Please take some time to have a look 
at what we do in more detail. We have 
reviewed our Trips and Visitors  to link better 
with the new topics. As we are in a period of 
transition, we will not be doing everything this 
year.  So please ask if you are not sure. 
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Reception  Admissions – September 2023 

Online admissions opened on 1 October 2022 for Reception admissions in September 2023.  Applications can be 

made online through the Birmingham City Council website until the final deadline of 15 January 2023 Please note 

as 16 April 2023 is a Sunday, offers will be sent on Monday 17th April 2023. 

Toast and Juice payments 

To ensure consistency, all children who have signed up for Toast and Juice at the beginning of this Academic Year 

will continue to carry over throughout the Academic Year. This means you will be charged for Toast and/or juice 

showing a negative balance at the start of each week unless you are already in credit on Parent Pay. If your child 

no longer wants toast and/or juice please let the office know in writing as soon as possible to avoid charges being 

applied. Unfortunately once charges are applied a refund cannot be processed for food that has been pre-

ordered. Likewise if your child currently does not have toast and/juice and would like to please let the office know 

at least 2 weeks in advance. 

Data Collections and Consents 

To keep all children's records up to date, Data Collections with Consents will be updated via Arbor. To ensure you 

have access I request you to download the Arbor app where you will be able to access and update the 

information we hold. All consents we hold are also updated via Arbor. Moving forward all consents will remain 

in place for the length of time your child is on roll unless you withdraw consent in writing. I will be sending 

communications over the next few weeks on when we require you to update all consents . If you have any 

difficulties with logins and downloading please come in to the school office and we can help. 

Thank you very much to all those parents/carers who are now set up and running with their accounts. 

Household Support Fund (HSF) - Round 3 

Funds have been allocated to Birmingham City Council to distribute by the end of March 2023. However, the 
precise details of how the funds will be distributed, and the eligibility criteria have not yet been finalised. 

Uniform 

As you will be fully aware, school uniform is very expensive. Please ensure your child’s clothing is named clearly.  

We have a large amount of lost property, which was on display at the end of term. Lost property is kept in the 

office area. Please come and have a look, if you are missing any items of uniform. 

School Grounds 

As a school we take pride in the environment and our own property. Please can we request all rubbish goes in 

the bins around the school. 

Packed Lunches 

We are pleased that children are brining healthy items in lunch boxes. Please remember that any items with 

nuts should not be sent in lunch boxes.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Medication in school 

Please remember that all medication left in school should be prescribed and paperwork for permission 
to administer medication in school completed, before any medication will be given out.  

We had a lot of medication in school that had gone out of date. If your child still needs medication and 
you are worried it might be out of date, please come email or come into the office to check. 

We regularly check the dates on inhalers, but if you think this may be out of date, please let class 
teachers know, as all inhalers are kept in class. 

Admission arrangements 2024/2025  

In accordance with the School Admissions Code (1 September 2021), all admission authorities must 
adhere to the following timescales:  

When changes are proposed to admission arrangements, admission authorities must publicly consult 
on those arrangements for a minimum of 6 weeks between 1 October 2022 and 31 January 2023. If no 
changes are made to admission arrangements, admission authorities must ensure as a minimum that 
they consult at least every 7 years.  

We are beginning the consultation process for Gossey Lane’s  Admissions Arrangements 2024/2025, a 
copy of which is on the school website. Birmingham City Council will be facilitating the consultation 
process. The consultation process commenced on 28th November 2022 and is to finish on 9th January 
2023 and is available to view on the Birmingham City council’s website. 

Attendance Reporting and Medical Appointments 

School attendance is mandatory and the usual rules continue to apply, including: 

A parent’s duty is to ensure that their child attends regularly at school. Schools’ responsibility is to record 

attendance and follow up all absences. Schools and local authorities have the ability to issue sanctions, including 

fixed penalty notices in line with local authorities’ attendance policy. 

If your child isn’t going to be in school, please telephone the school office by 9:00am with the reason why. 

Please do not message through Dojo. Failure to ring into the school office will mean that you will receive an 

attendance call from a member of staff. 

Please  continue to report absences via email and the voicemail options. 

 

Medical Appointments – For any pre-planned medical appointments, please advise the office in advance with a 

copy of the appointment letter for your child’s file. We can then record this as a planned absence for the 

duration of the medical. 

Lateness 

A small group of children are either late for school or late being picked up. We understand there are many 

reasons why children and families might be delayed. Please ensure you sign your child in on the computer 

system. Some children are walking through the doors, without signing in and this can cause a lot of upset to 

parents, when they are called about absences. 



 

Home Visits/Welfare Checks 

You will be aware that safeguarding is a high priority for our school. Children’s non-
attendance at school is a safeguarding concern. 

Gossey Lane Academy follows Birmingham Local Authority best practise guidance in such 
matters; 

If a pupil has been away from school between 3 to 5 days we are required to complete a 
welfare check – school will telephone and arrange to visit your home and ensure all is safe 
and well with Gossey Lane pupils. In this conversation we can then establish any likely re-
turn date. We need  to see the child/children at this home visit. 

If we are unable to make contact over this period – It may be necessary to pass the home 
visit to local police to complete the same safe and well check. It is essential the check is 
completed. 

Please stay in contact with school on every day that your child does not attend. Good 
communication between home and school is essential for school to follow appropriate 
safeguarding procedures. 

Term Time Leave 

If you are considering a holiday during term time, parents must complete a leave of ab-
sence request form in advance, available form school office. This is essential , again if we 
cannot establish contact at your home address and we do not know where your child is 
we will need to pass the welfare checks to police to complete. 

 

Staged Attendance monitoring process 

School monitors attendance fortnightly. If there are concerns regarding a pupils attend-
ance (generally where this falls below 90%) parents are contacted and support offered to 
improve. 

We follow a staged ( 1-4) process after stage four if there is no improvement BCC may 
consider legal action. 

The process from this academic year continues into next academic year – no fresh start. 

So for example if you have received a stage one letter from school this year and in Sep-
tember the pupils attendance is not improved – school with write to you with a stage 2 
plan. 

We are grateful for parents help and support. Please let school know if you have any 
attendance queries. Remember you can view your child’s attendance by logging into Ar-
bor. 

 



ARTICLE 14 Article 14 (freedom 
of thought, belief 
and religion)

Every child has the right to think and 
believe what they choose and also to 
practise their religion, as long as they 
are not stopping other people from 
enjoying their rights. Governments must 
respect the rights and responsibilities of 
parents to guide their child as they grow 
up.

Steven Kidd, Professional Adviser, introduces 

Article 14

Click here to watch on YouTube
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ARTICLE OF THE WEEK



9-12 years 

A moving, courageous and ulti-
mately uplifting novel about 
mental health and the bonds of 
family, this engaging story from 
the author of The Hunt for the 
Nightingale revolves around 
young Nora and the rainbow-
shimmering ghost animals that 
help to guide her through diffi-
cult times. 

 

Soar into a breath taking world of he-
roes and ferocious unicorns in this 
first book in the hotly anticipated fan-
tasy adventure series for fans of Harry 
Potter, Percy Jackson and Amari and 
the Night Brothers.  

Books for younger readers 

A pilot stranded in the desert awakes one morning to see the most 
extraordinary little fellow standing before him. "Please," asks the 
stranger, "draw me a sheep."  

And the pilot realises that when life's events are too difficult to un-
derstand, there is no choice but to succumb to their mysteries. He 
pulls out a pencil and paper... and thus begins this wise and en-
chanting fable that, in teaching the secret of what is really important 
in life, has changed the world forever for its readers.  

5-8 years 

Ambrose may seem like an ordinary rabbit but he has the 
most extraordinary sense of smell. He can detect any aroma from 
sweets to kittens - and even niffy foxes! 

He lives with his family in a hutch and is visited every day by Biddy, 
who is desperate to take him home to be her pet - if only her mum 
and dad would let her. Biddy trains Ambrose to become a tracker rab-
bit - which comes in very handy when Ambrose's little sister Roly goes 
missing. But when Biddy's family find themselves in real danger, can 
Ambrose's sensitive nose save the day? 

https://www.waterstones.com/book/amari-and-the-night-brothers/bb-alston/9781405298193
https://www.waterstones.com/book/amari-and-the-night-brothers/bb-alston/9781405298193


Date Event 

Tuesday 3rd January  Pupils return to school  

Sunday 15th January Deadline for Reception 2023/24 admissions 

Wednesday 25th January PCAB—9am meeting 

Tuesday 31st January INSET—School Closed for children. 

Tuesday 7th February Internet Safety Day 

Friday 17th February End of half term 

Monday 27th February Pupils return to school  

Thursday 2nd March World Book Day 

Friday 17th March Comic Relief 

(Sunday 19th March) Mother’s Day  

(Year 6 Special Lunch TBC ) 

Tuesday 21st March Poetry Day 

Thursday 30th March Easter Discos 

Friday 31st March Easter Parade and Raffle 

Friday 31st March Last day of term—early finish 1.30pm 

This half term the children will experience: 

Year 3—Ancient Explorers— Visiting an Historical Site 

Year 3—PSHE Heroes—Acts of Kindness 

Year 5—Mad about Science—Mad Scientist Day 

Whole School —Spanish Themed Day                              Dates to be 

Chinese New Year — Monday 23rd January 

Valentine’s Day — Tuesday 14th February 

St Patrick’s Day —Thursday 16th March 

Mother’s Day — Year 6 TBC 





 
Birmingham Warm Welcome Spaces 

 

We are working with the local community and a partnership of voluntary and community 
sector organisations to expand a network of warm spaces. 
These spaces will be available for people to use and visit during the winter period and 
beyond. 
There are several existing Warm Welcome Spaces within local communities across the 
city. Warm Welcome Spaces are: 
• inclusive and non-judgmental 
• heated and free to access 

The services at each space will vary but may include: 
• information on further support and available guidance 
• opportunities to participate in activities and learn new things 
• free internet access, computers and charging points 
• a friendly environment to connect with others within the community 

 
You can find details of our current Birmingham Warm Welcome Spaces on the Bir-
mingham City Council website. 


